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SECTION 69
M26/X26 ADVANCED TASER

POLICY:  The Poinsett County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center recognizes and respects the value and special integrity of each human life. Investing Deputies and Detention Officers with the lawful authority to use force to protect public welfare, a careful balancing of all human interests is required. Therefore, it is the policy of this agency that law enforcement officers shall use only that force that is reasonably necessary, including the M26/X26 ADVANCED TASER, to effectively bring an incident under control, while protecting the lives of the officer or another.

DEFINITIONS:

1. ADVANCED TASER – A less-lethal, Conducted Energy Weapon, that uses propelled wires to conduct energy to a remote target, controlling and overriding the Central Nervous System of the body.

2. Non-Deadly Force:  Any use of force other than that which is considered deadly.

3. Deadly Force:  Any use of force that is likely to cause death or serious bodily harm.

4. Compliance Techniques – Techniques or devices which are designed to obtain compliance or control of uncooperative subjects. These techniques include but are not limited to: Officer Presence, Verbal Direction, Oleoresin Capsicum (OC), ADVANCED TASER, Defensive/Control Tactics.

5. Deployment – The firing of the projectile cartridges from the TASER.

6. Discharge – The energizing of the Taser by depressing the trigger, with no cartridges.

7. Drive Stun – The Taser functions as a stun mode after the probes have been fired, or with no cartridges as a back-up weapon.

8. TASER Usage – Any time the TASER is activated, including an accidental discharge or deployment.
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RESPONSIBILITIES:

1. The Poinsett County Sheriff’s Office and Detention Center are responsible for establishing the requirements contained within this policy.

2. The Chief Deputy is responsible for insuring that his/her personnel are properly trained in the use of the M26/X26 ADVANCED TASER before allowing its use.

3. The Training Officers are responsible for providing approved training courses in the use of the M26/X26 ADVANCED TASER, and the monthly inspection of the TASER, ensuring that any batteries older than three (3) years are discarded and replaced. The Training Officers will also perform an annual inspection and function test of the TASER and cartridges for their five (5) year expiration.

4. All TASER certified personnel are responsible for complying with the policy and procedures pertaining to the use of the M26/X26 ADVANCED TASER.

5. The shift supervisor shall be responsible for reporting any deployment or discharge of the TASER, including an accidental discharge or deployment, and ensure that all supporting documentation is submitted for review.

PROCEDURES:
1. Officers shall ensure that the TASER is deployed or discharged only in the manner which they were trained, the TASER shall only be utilized by Certified Personnel.

2. Prior to deployment or discharge of the TASER, officers shall ensure NO FLAMMABLES are present.

3. Under NO circumstances shall an officer intentionally deploy or discharge the TASER at the NECK, HEAD or FACIAL areas of the target subject. All deployments or discharges will be targeted to the chest, back, arms and/or legs.

4. Officers shall NOT deploy the TASER on a female who is believed to be, or is obviously PREGNANT.

5. Administration, Night Shift O.I.C. or Shift Supervisor shall be notified of TASER usage in any situation.
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6. Officers shall exercise extreme caution when deploying the TASER on persons who are positioned on an elevated platform, or are at a greater risk of sustaining substantial injury or death from a fall.

7. The TASER shall under NO circumstances be used punitively or for the purpose of coercion.

PROCEDURES: Operational Deployment:
1. TASER usage is authorized where verbal directives, and OC is not effective in controlling a subject(s). The TASER may be used to reduce the risk of injury to the subject(s) and the officer(s). The TASER may be utilized in lieu of OC based on the Supervising Officer’s observations and what he/she deems to be the safest, most effective resolution given the totality of the circumstances. The TASER should be used to control a combative or dangerous subject(s) when other conventional tactics have been, or will likely be ineffective, or when an officer(s) may be placed within an unsafe range of an aggravated aggressor.

2. Upon encountering a situation, which may require the use of the TASER, the officer(s) shall request the response of back-up and a supervisor with the TASER unit, (if a TASER is not in the officer’s presence) by notifying Administration, Night Shift O.I.C., or Shift Supervisor.

3. Request the response of medical personnel, or an EMS unit, if in the event of a secondary injury resulting from the deployment of discharge of the TASER.

4. If possible, the TASER shall not be deployed or discharged without an additional officer present to provide a “closer” to handcuff suspect.

5. The TASER Officer shall notify other officers on scene that he is going to utilize the TASER by announcing “TASER READY!”

6. Drive Stun should only by used after the probes have been deployed as a back-up weapon. As a Drive Stun, the TASER should be AGGRESSIVELY DRIVEN into suspect for best effectiveness. And in doing this it should be only used in the Brachial Plexus Tie-In, Radial, Pelvic Triangle and Tibial.
7. Anytime the TASER is activated, Administration, Night Shift O.I.C., or the Shift Supervisor shall ensure that:

A. All use of force reports are submitted, justifying TASER usage.

B. A TASER Report is completed.

C. The subject is evaluated by medical personnel as soon as the subject is restrained and compliant. If no medical personnel are available, the subject shall be taken to the Emergency Room or off-duty medical personnel shall be called in to evaluate the subject.
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D. Medical evaluation and treatment is documented.

E. TASER usage is in compliance with the policy and all procedural guidelines.

MEDICAL CONSIDERATIONS:

1. All subjects who have been subjected to the TASER shall be evaluated and treated by Medical Staff.

2. If the probes penetrate the skin, the probes shall be removed by medical personnel, or trained officers if medical personnel are unavailable, and treated with disinfectant to sterilize the affected area.

3. If the probes are embedded in the soft tissue areas, such as the head, neck, face or groin, removal shall be conducted only by medical personnel, a sample probe shall be sent to the Emergency Room to be shown to the staff treating the subject(s).

DOCUMENTATION:

1. Anytime that the M26/X26 ADVANCED TASER is activated, the following reports shall be submitted for review:

A. Use of Force Incident Report

B. TASER Use Report

C. Medical Treatment and Evaluation Form

D. Training Officer Policy Review

2. In the event of an accidental discharge or deployment of the M26/X26 ADVANCED TASER, the following documents shall be submitted for review:

A. TASER Use Report

B. Medical Treatment and Evaluation Form, if warranted

C. Training Officer Incident Review

